
Baltimore, USA, 2 August 2009 Vyasapuja for 
His Holiness Vedavyasapriya Swami  
 
All glories to Srila Gurudeva, His Holiness Vedavyasapriya Swami Maharaja. All 
glories to Srila Prabhupada, His Divine Grace A.C. Bhaktivedanta Swami 
Prabhupada. All glories to Sri Guru and Gauranga, Sri Nityananda Prabhu and 
Sri Chaitanya Mahaprabhu. All glories to the Divine Couple, Sri Sri Radha 
Shyamasundara, who are the very life of His Holiness Vedavyasapriya Maharaj. 
All glories to Pavitropana Dvadasi, the divine appearance day of Srila 
Gurudeva, His Holiness Vedavyasapriya Maharaja, and the dissapearance day 
of Srila Rupa Goswami Prabhupada. All glories to the disciples, devotees and 
well-wishers who hosted this year's vyasapuja celebrations for our dear Guru 
Maharaja in Baltimore, USA. All glories to the devotees, guests and well-wishers 
who attended this glorious event, and to those who celebrated this event in 
other places around the world. 

Just yesterday I attended the Vyasapuja celebrations for His Holiness Gour 
Govinda Swami Maharaja, who was a god-brother of our dear Guru Maharaja, 
His Holiness Vedavyasapriya Swami Maharaja, and from whom Srila Gurudeva 
had association and encouragement. Srila Gour Govinda Swami Maharaja is no 
longer on this earthly planet, but his disciples and well-wishers enthusiastically 
celebrate his vyasapuja in various locations every year including here in 
Vrindavan and also in Mayapur where his samadhi is located. 

Mukunda Datta Prabhu, Sri Sri Krishna Balaram’s head pujari, who was acting 
as master of ceremonies for the speakers, spoke nicely reminding us that we 
need to remember not only the lila-tattva, the stories of personal association 
with the guru and his personality within the guru relationship, but we also 
need to remember and meditiate on the guru-tattva, the guru as representative 
of the parampara, and thus non-different from in spiritual relationship from the 
other gurus in disciplic succession right back to Lord Balaram, Srimati 
Radharani and even Lord Krishna Himself, who can all be seen as adi-guru, or 
original guru, depending on different perspectives. 

Keenly awaiting and reading the accounts from this year’s vyasapuja 
celebrations in Baltimore, which unfortunately I was unable to attend, two 
importan facets of our guru-sambandh, or relationship with guru, stood out in 
the accounts, reccounted below; firstly association of the devotees, and 
secondly serving the advanced devotees. 

Srila Bhaktivinoda Thakura, quoting Srila Haridas Thakura in Harinam 
Chintamani, explains that by association with the pure devotee, and especially 
by adopting an attitude of learning to serve the holy name, a ray of pure bhakti 
(who is a combination of Srimati Radharani's all-blissful 'hladini' potency and 
the transcendental knowledge-acquiring 'samvit' potency) coming from the 
pure devotee enters the heart of the devotee sadhaka, the aspiring devotee 
engaged in the process of sadhana (regulative devotional service, especially 
hearing and chanting) under the guidance of the spiriutal master. By this 
transcendental process alone can we approach the sadhya, the goal of Krishna-
prema, or love of Sri Sri Radha Shyamasundar, who are Godhead Themselves. 



We all know our dear spiritual master, Srila Vedavyasapriya Swami Maharaja is 
far too humble to be comfortable with us describing him as a pure devotee, but 
at least we hope he will be happy for us present the evidence of the scripture 
that he is the transparent via-medium by which we can achieve this 'ray of 
bhakti' direct from his dearly beloved spiritual master, His Divine Grace A.C. 
Bhaktivedanta Swami, Srila Prabhupada, acknowledged across the universe as a 
truely pure devotee of Their Lordships, Sri Sri Gaurachandra and Nityananda, 
and Sri Sri Radha Krishna. 

A vyasapuja is a valuable opportunity by which disciples and well-wishers can 
engage in the service of the spiritual master, either by directly serving him in 
presenting the vyasapuja celebrations, or by hearing him and by glorifying him, 
whether personally present or celebrating this wonderful occassion at a distant 
location. Srila Prabupada's purport to Srimad Bhagavatam 1.5.23 is especially 
relevant and we include the whole purport: 

"The wonder of an atmosphere surcharged with devotional service to the Lord 
is briefly described herein by Śrī Nārada Muni. He was the son of the most 
insignificant parentage. He was not properly educated. Still, because his 
complete energy was engaged in the service of the Lord, he became an 
immortal sage. Such is the powerful action of devotional service. The living 
entities are the marginal energy of the Lord, and therefore they are meant for 
being properly utilized in the transcendental loving service of the Lord. When 
this is not done, one's situation is called māyā. Therefore the illusion of māyā is 
at once dissipated as soon as one's full energy is converted in the service of the 
Lord instead of in sense enjoyment. From the personal example of Śrī Nārada 
Muni in his previous birth, it is clear that the service of the Lord begins with 
the service of the Lord's bona fide servants. The Lord says that the service of 
His servants is greater than His personal service. Service of the devotee is more 
valuable than the service of the Lord. One should therefore choose a bona fide 
servant of the Lord constantly engaged in His service, accept such a servant as 
the spiritual master and engage oneself in his (the spiritual master's) service. 
Such a spiritual master is the transparent medium by which to visualize the 
Lord, who is beyond the conception of the material senses. By service of the 
bona fide spiritual master, the Lord consents to reveal Himself in proportion to 
the service rendered. Utilization of the human energy in the service of the Lord 
is the progressive path of salvation. The whole cosmic creation becomes at 
once identical with the Lord as soon as service in relation with the Lord is 
rendered under the guidance of a bona fide spiritual master. The expert 
spiritual master knows the art of utilizing everything to glorify the Lord, and 
therefore under his guidance the whole world can be turned into the spiritual 
abode by the divine grace of the Lord's servant." 

To quote from Sri Krishna Himself from Srimad Bhagavatam 11.17.27: 

"ācāryam mām vijānīyān, nāvanmanyeta karhicit 
na martya-buddhyāsūyeta, sarva-deva-mayo guruh 
One should know the ācārya as Myself and never disrespect him in any way. 
One should not envy him, thinking him an ordinary man, for he is the 
representative of all the demigods." 

Please now relish the account of the 2009 Vyasapuja celebrations for His 
Holiness Vedavyasapriya Swami Maharaj shared by the devotees. 



 

 

 

 

 

"Hare Krsna: 

On this auspicious appearance day of my beloved spiritual master I would like 
to express my deep gratitude to His Holiness Vedavyasapryia Swami Maharaja 
for providing us the great opportunity to provide this service. For the past two 
weeks it has been self-evident that there has been something electric in the 
planning of this celebration. I have seen an excitement in the devotees and 
friends alike in anticipation of this event that I have not witnessed before. 
Maharaja this is due to your causeless mercy and enthusiastic devotion to Srila 
Prabhupada and Mahaprabhu in which you infuse in our daily lives. Heaven 
and earth could have never have formed a more sublime opportunity to serve 
and realize our constitutional position without you. I know I speak for all 
present by saying we all thank you profoundly for visiting us at this tiny holy 
dham which Prabhupada physically placed his divine feet upon. May we 
always remember and be grateful to him for personally stopping by this dham 
on his spiritual journey serving his guru and Gauranga. 

Secondly, my gratitude is extended to Jayagurasundar prabhu for placing this 
responsibility upon us and allowing us the opportunity to mature in our 
service. He has been a dear friend and spiritual father figure to me for many 
years.   
My gratitude is extended to my god brother Siddhasvaroop das. Siddha has 
taken on the labor of love to Maharaja and provided Maharaja this lovely 
vyasasana, the beautiful decorations and the bulk of the prasadam 
preparations. “Siddha you are a cook suitable to prepare foodstuffs to the King 
of Kings and the servants of the servants.”   
Dear Krishna-prasada das, your angelic voice and musical talents have brought 
a sublime element to this event. I know the meaning of the phrase “every word 
is a song and every step is a dance.” when you sing for the glorification of 
guru. 

I offer my gratitude to Dvaipayana das for painstakingly providing the 
compilation and editing of all the multitude of written Vyasapuja offerings; this 
was an extremely valuable service and would have been overwhelming 
without you. 

Gauranga Devi dasi, thank you for applying your time and talents by providing 
this beautiful cake and assisting Siddha in the preparation of prasadam. Your 
service is invaluable and appreciated.  
Padmanabha, for your invaluable resourcefulness and willingness to help and 
inspire The Institute of Higher Understanding to come share in this wonderful 
event and providing us with a back-up sound system and cultural dancers and 
being the Master of Ceremonies. Your voice has the ability to inspire and 
captivate and I enjoy hearing you. 



My gratitude is extended to all who helped with the decorations including my 
daughter Prema and my wife Penelope who were so inspired by Maharaja’s 
appearance day that they wanted to cut and assemble the fresh fruit basket. 
There devotional lives have started and that’s the promise of guru and 
Gauranga.  
To my long time friends: Sampradaya das, Raktak das, Mahojvala devi dasi; it 
no less than amazing, the contributions that you all have made prior to and in 
preparation of this celebration. 

It was not my intention to purposely omit anyone. So to you all please accept 
my thanks and appreciation for your participation in this auspicious 
appearance day of His Holiness Vedavyasapryia Swami Maharaja. All Glories to 
Guru and Gauranga. Hari Bol! 

Mukundanghri das" 

 

 

 

"Dearest god family members, 

Please accept my humble obeisances. All glories to Srila Prabhupada! All glories 
to Srila Gurudeva! 

Just as I was having difficulty to find words to glorify our dear Guru Maharaja 
in my offering, I am again finding it difficult to describe the wonderful event 
that took place on his Vyasa Puja day. It was certainly a blessed day. The 
turnout was so huge, everyone came except rain, who was on its schedule 
during the whole week..... it was only our Guru Maharaja's kripa. 

The pictures will tell you all, but I am sure you all would have wished to be 
here where Guru Maharaja was physically present. Prabhupada disciples, 
disciples and even non disciples came forward to share some glories of our 
Guru Maharaja. Personally for me, it was that day I realized how much 
everyone loves him and how important he is in our lives. The speakers 
glorified, shared jokes, laughed and even became emotional during their 
speech. After each person's spoke, Guru Maharaja made encouraging comments 
about those devotees. 

Our god family members in Baltimore did exceptional seva to cater for Guru 
Maharaja while his stay there. They all worked under the careful guidance of 
Siddha Swarup Prabhu and Mukundhanghri Prabhu who were preparing and 
working almost tirelessly for the past few months to make this event possible. 
It was honor for myself to meet them both. Devotees prepared more than120 
bhoga offerings for Guru Maharaja which he personally offered to Srila 
Prabhupada. 

The climax of the event was when Guru Maharaja's mother entered the scene. I 
could clearly notice some devotees moving into tears seeing her come (I was 
one of them). It was a special moment. The exchange of the divine mother and 
divine son on the stage was humorous yet touching. Guru Maharaja put a big 
whole laddu in her mouth..... then later he lovingly stuffed another huge piece 
of cake in his mother's mouth. 



The whole event was soooooo beautiful, I wish everyday could be like that, 
where we hear unlimited glorification of our Guru Maharaja day and night!!! 

Dvaipayana Prabhu" 

 

 

 

 

 

"When I look around here I find more diversity of choices than unity. Even 
twin siblings have their own separate ways about things. But one factor I 
noticed in the temple during the vyasapuja was the unity of the disciples and 
other devotees to serve a pure devotee of the Lord on His appearance day. 
Everybody in Baltimore was trying to perform their committed services in 
utmost way to adorn the occasion for pleasing His Holiness jovial, humble and 
genial  Swami. 

Our good friend Mr. Mind is always giving us no peace of mind, tossing us 
again and again in to an ocean of disturbing thoughts, we are all in the race for 
that juicy carrot called happiness, but when an auspicious day comes we are 
very smart to keep Mr. Mind under our control, give up the sleep, then no 
hunger, thirst and tiredness.  

The day before Vyasapuja, I remember that some devotees were worried, “it’s 
rainy day tomorrow, if we conduct the vyasapuja program outside everybody is 
going to be wet‘’, however I realized that the demigods also participated in the 
program, therefore the weather didn’t bother anybody. The most attractive part 
was cake cutting, I saw Maharaj in enchanted mood. All devotees, especially 
kids were waiting impatiently for that moment and they all assembled quickly 
around like honey bees to receive the mahaprasad from Maharaj. It was lot of 
fun and difficult to manage the day is over? 

Krishna reveals the stunning truth that all enjoyment and pleasure have a 
beginning and end, but this celebration gave me never ending happiness. 
Moreover, Maharaj’s association before the vysapuja day was incredible, mainly 
the Nectar of Instruction session and ecstatic bhajans . I felt those instructions 
are very important in our daily life. I would like to thank H.G.Mukundhanghri 
Prabhu for creating the CD’s of those lectures.  

I would like to express my gratitude to H.H.Vedavyasapriya Swami for having 
this auspicious event in Baltimore. It granted a chance to the new guests to be 
aware of how to worship the Spiritual Master and the importance of Vyasapuja. 
Special thanks to my local spiritual guardian, H.G.JaigauraSundar Prabhu, who 
introduced me to His.Holiness. Also I want to thank H.G.Lavangalata Devi 
Mataji for allowing me to summon up those precious memories of Vyasapuja 
2009.  All glories to H.H.Vedavyaspriya Swami !!   

All glories to Srila Prabhupad and Baltimore Jagannath !!! 

Your servant, with obeisances,  

Mahojvala Devi dasi." 


